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tality of these two men is only one of degree, and that Hitler
has similar ideals as Gladstone had. Such an assumption would
obviously be misleading. The vagueness about the meaning
of nationalism is one of the greatest assets of nationalist propa-
ganda abroad. It helps foreign nationalists to win the support
of people who are quite opposed to wars and conquests by
representing to them their aims in a harmless light.
The use of nationalism in the sense of national sentiment has
also the consequence that national aggressiveness is designated by
jingoism, imperialism * or chauvinism, and this seems to support
the German and Italian thesis that it is only Britain and France
who are aggressive, as other nations have not even a word for
that disposition. The ambiguity about nationalism has, further-
more, helped to spread the belief that Hitler is the continuator
of the cultural " nationalism " of Herder and Fichte.
If a nationalist in the continental sense is asked to define his
creed he will say it consists in passionate devotion to the nation
and in putting its interests higher than everything else. But
further questioning will reveal that the interests for which he
is prepared to sacrifice everything are quite specific ones. He
docs not think primarily of increasing political liberty, or of
securing a better standard of living to the people, nor does he
lay the main stress upon augmenting the spiritual treasures of
the nation. What he first of all has in mind is national honour.
By honour nationalists do not chiefly mean being esteemed for
a high state of civilization, for moral or spiritual qualifications,
nor does it mean to them a state of equality with other nations.
Honour to nationalists denotes superiority, a higher rank among
nations, prestige, domination. A policy of nationalism, there-
fore, demands a powerful state machine for the realization of its
aims of prestige. All material and spiritual things are chiefly
appreciated as instruments for increasing the independence,
power, and prestige of the nation. Of course, even nationalists
cannot live on power and prestige alone, nor could they hope
to win a large following in the people if they neglected all its
other interests. Economic,. social and cultural aims also form
part of their programme. The typical nationalist attitude, how-
ever, is to assume that' national power and prestige are the best
keys to all the treasures of the world, and that a strong State alone
can solve the social problems and secure the best possible con-
1 General Smuts in 1919 said in a speech: "Nationality overgrown became
Imperialism and the Empire led a troubled existence on the ruin of the freedom of its
constituent nations.**